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to work and do his duty. I never lost touch with him : up
to his death I saw and corresponded with him. He used to
keep me in touch with the movement of scientific research and,
especially, with the progress of social studies. In 1889, when
there was serious trouble among the Westphalian miners,
his experienced counsel was placed at my service. In 1890
I made him a member of the Prussian Chamber, and in the same
year he became an executive member of the Committee 1
appointed to go into educational reform.

Bismarck and many others believed that Hinzpeter set me
against the great chancellor. This was not the case: though
his constitutional views certainly did not allow for an omni-
potent chancellor. What Hinzpeter did to raise the social
status of the teacher ought never to be forgotten by university
men. I was glad to be able to show my appreciation of him
by making him a professor and a State Councillor. Not
that any such external honours exhausted my gratitude.
We can never fully repay our parents and those who have
brought us up.

In my first four years with Hinzpeter I was mainly occupied
with Latin, arithmetic, history and geography. Latin came
comparatively easily, thanks largely to my excellent memory.
My favourite subject from the first was history: at first the
classical legends. As I put it in my Life,ts From the beginning
I had a special predilection for the history of the Greek
heroes, especially those of the Trojan War : Achilles being my
favourite." My devotion to the classic world? which later found
scope in archaeology, and still remains with me, dates from
these early days. At the same time I soon acquired an intense
interest in German history, sharpened of course by the events
of 1870, For arithmetic and mathematics generally I did not
care, nor was I ever good at these subjects. 1 learned what
I had to, but never reached a more than average standard.

For languages on the other hand I had a decided gift, notably
for English and French, which were of course especially impor-
tant in view of my future position. I had naturally learned
the rudiments of English from my mother, and later she often
spoke English with us, by way of practice. My first definite